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The following are corrections and additions to the published A Grammar of Jamsay, Mouton Grammar Library 2008. As before, the data are from dialects of the Douentza area. I have also done some work on other dialects in the interim, notably on the rather divergent dialect of Perge village, but my notes on such dialects will be kept separate from this document.

Tones.


Some tones were incorrectly transcribed. For the following verbs, the H‑toned forms given in §9.2, ex 526, and elsewere are correct for the imperatives but not for the basic forms of the stem, which are {LH}-toned. In most cases this is automatic because of an initial voiced obstruent, but it is also true (lexically) after a nasal in one case ('be ground up'). So there is no irregularity after all in the corresponding {LH}-toned causatives.



gǒ:- 'go out'



bě:- 'remain'



bǎ:- 'learn'



dɛ̌:ⁿ- 'be tired'



dɛ̌:- 'burn'



dɔ̌:- 'arrive'



jǒ:- 'be much, many'



mɛ̌:- 'be ground up'


Other tone corrections: tì-tǎ: 'hyena' (for tì-tá:), kì-kǎ: 'grasshopper' (for kì-ká:), jí:lùm 'leech' (given incorrectly as jí:lǔm, the only {LHL}-toned simple noun stem.

Adjective-Numeral Inversion.


The grammar failed to observe that the order noun-adjective-numeral is optionally inverted to noun-numeral-adjective when a licensing element is present. The known licensing elements are possessors (alienable or inalienable), demonstratives, and the Relative operator (i.e. when the NP in question is head of a relative clause).


In ùrò gàrá kúróy 'house big six', the order is fixed, so #ùrò kùròy gàrá is ungrammatical. If we add a licensor, the numeral optionally switches places with the adjective. When the numeral precedes the adjective, it is subject to tone-dropping controlled by the adjective even when no other tone-dropping controller is present, as we see in (2b), where the (alienable) possessor has no tonal effect on the possessed NP. We cannot see this clearly in (1b) or (3b), since other tone-dropping controllers are present (demonstrative, Relative operator).

(1)
a.
ùrò
gàrà
kùròy
núŋò


house.L
big.L
six.L
Dem



'these/those six big houses'


b.
ùrò
kùròy
gàrà
núŋò


house.L
six.L
big.L
Dem



[=(a)]

(2)
a.
má
ùrò
gàrá
kúróy
kùⁿ


1SgP
house.L
big
six
Def



'my six big houses'


b.
má
ùrò
kùròy
gàrá
kùⁿ


1SgP
house.L
six.L
big
Def



[=(a)]

(3)
a.
[ùrò
gàrà
kùròy]
númò-(
kùⁿ


[house.L
big.L
six.L]
fall.Perf-Ppl.Nonh
Def



'the six big houses that fell'


b.
[ùrò
kùròy
gàrà]
númò-(
kùⁿ


[house.L
six.L
big.L]
fall.Perf-Ppl.Nonh
Def



[=(a)]


The extent to which Definite kùⁿ by itself can license Adjective-Numeral Inversion needs further study. It does seem to have this power in (4), where the informant made a point of adding the Definite morpheme in the inverted construction (4b).

(3)
a.
lèjù
mɔ̀ɲú-m
kúróy


uncle.L
bad-Pl
six


'six nasty (maternal) uncles'


b.
lèjù
kùròy
mɔ̀ɲú-m
kùⁿ


uncle.L
six.L
bad-Pl



'the six nasty (maternal) uncles'

