mammals

Brief compilation of notes on mammals of Dogon country and nearby, Mali, West Africa (J Heath). Published guides are generally adequate for identification, so most detail is omitted here. Five-digit code numbers may help locate imates on our website.

references:


Dobigny, G., R. Cornette, S Moulin, and Ag Sidiyène. "The mammals of Adrar des Iforas, Mali, with special emphasis on small mammals: systematics and biogeographical implications. In: Proceedings of the 8th African Small Mammal Symposiu. Paris: IRD.


Kingdon, Jonathan. 1997. The Kingdon Field Guide to African Mammals. London: A&C Black.

CHIROPTERA (bats)

Megachiroptera (large fruit-eating bats)

Pteropodidae

Eidolon


Eidolon helvum (straw-bellied fruit bat) 60499


records: widespread in the zone; seen occasionally in northern Dogon country (JH)



notes: roosts in trees including palms; belly sandy-colored

Rousettus


Rousettus aegyptiacus (rousette) 60500


records: widespread in the zone; specimen seen, collected near Kikara (JH)



notes: roosts in caves; blackish all over

Micropteropus


Micropteropus pusillus (dwarf epauletted fruit bat) 60732


smaller fruit bat, in trees, dog-like head

Microchiroptera (small, insectivorous bats)

Emballonuridae

Taphozous


Taphozous mauritianus (Mauritanian tomb bat) 



records: specimen photographed at Anda may be of this species (JH)



short tail, dog-like head; completely white belly; active late at night, occasionally in daytime; hunts in open areas; small groups (around 5) roost in caves, on tree trunks, or on building sides

Nycteridae (slit-faced bats)

Nycteris


Nycteris thebaica 60505


records: widespread across North Africa and sub-Saharan fringe; specimen photographed Douentza (JH)



entire tail sheathed by webbing

Megadermatidae, Hipposiderinae (leaf-nosed bats)

Asellia


Asellia tridens (trident leaf-nosed bat) 60504


records: specimen photographed Douentza (JH)



notes: small body; distinctive three-pronged "nose" tip; tip of tail emerges shortly from webbing

Rhinopomatidae

Rhinopoma


Rhinopoma microphyllum (mouse-tailed bat) 60506


records: common in northern towns (Timbuktu, Hombori); specimen photographed at Anda (JH)



notes: small body; long thin free tail; uninterrupted swoops through courtyards at twilight; inhabits caves, mosques, and old houses

Verpertilionidae

Scotophilus


Scotophilus sp. (house bat) 60734


records: mostly southern, not certain for Dogon country



notes: blunt head, sometimes in houses as well as other habitats, early-crepuscular

CARNIVORA (meat eaters), divided into Caniformia and Feliformia

CANIFORMIA

Canidae (dogs and jackals)

Canis


Canis adustus adustus (side-striped jackal) 60517


records: the common jackal of central and northern Mali



notes: lateral white stripe on flank with blackish lower border, tail black with white tip



habitat: woodland and scrub; often solitary or in small groups


Canis aureus (golden jackal) 60518


records: less common than C. adustus and not usually distinguished terminologically in native languages (JH)



notes: golden color; vocalize like dogs (howl followed by yelps), vocal around mid-day and in evening


Canis lupus familiaris (dog)



ethnozoology: kept as watchdogs especially in large towns, as hunting dogs, or as herding dogs with sheep and goat herds; not eaten by Dogon or Songhay but eaten by ethnic Bobo around Bla on the highway from Mopti to Segou

Lycaon


Lycaon pictus (African wild dog, painted dog) 60520


records: formerly widespread; now appears to be present in Burkina Faso and in the Algeria-Mali-Niger border zone; not widely known to Dogon (the term "bush (=outback) dog" usually denotes jackals)



notes: has distinctive mottling on body and legs; hunts in packs, feeding especially on small antelopes and similar mammals

Vulpes


Vulpes pallida (sand fox, pale fox) 60521


notes: small fox, makes extensive burrows in sand



ethnozoology: tracks of the sand fox are important in Dogon divination, cf. Marcel Griaule's book Le renard pale.

FELIFORMIA (cats and allies: Felidae, Herpestidae, Hyaenidae, Viverridae)

Felidae (cats)

note: wild cats (Felis spp. and the uncommon caracal and serval) are often lumped together terminologically as "bush cat" with Felis margarita focal

Caracal


Caracal caracal (syn Felis caracal) (caracal) 60508


records: locally uncommon, images recognized by a few Dogon (hunters)



notes: mid-sized, long legs, short tail; elongated, tufted black ears; semideserts and savannah, mostly in open country with some cover (bushes and rocks); in pairs; stalk prey, then sprint and jump on prey; good jumpers (can catch birds in flight) and climbers (can catch hyraxes)

Felis


Felis catus (domestic cat) 60509


notes: often "alley cats" roaming nocturnally in villages, tolerated by villagers but sometimes eaten by children


Felis margarita (sand cat) 60511


habitat: sandy desert with sparse vegetation; in burrows



records: the common wild cat of the sandy plains (northern Dogon country and points north)



notes: small, pale sandy colored, large pointed ears, black bands on legs and tail, greenish yellow eyes, nose black


Felis silvestris lybica (wildcat) 60513


records: in a few pockets in the zone, more widespread in North Africa and in Guinean zone to south, not usually distinguished terminologically by Dogon from F. margarita



notes: avoids human settlements; light brown color, has black stripes or spots

Leptailurus


Leptailurus serval brachyurus (serval cat) 60514


records: locally uncommon, images recognized by some Dogon



notes: medium-sized; very long legs; body spotted; in savannah; nocturnal; long legs allow it to see over tall grasses; very fast and good jumper, can catch birds in flight

Herpestidae (mongooses)

note: some Dogon have a general, undifferentiated term for large mongooses (presumably including at least Atilax and Ichneumia and perhaps Herpestes, but usually excluding Galerella)

Atilax


Atilax paludosus (marsh mongoose) 60547


records: specimen killed by hunter photographed at Tabi mtn, not widely knwon to Dogon (JH)



notes: large (4 kilos), blackish

Galerella


Galerella sanguinea (slender mongoose, syn Herpestes sanguinea) 60548


records: specimen photographed at Anda, generally well-known to Dogon (JH)



notes: very small (1 kilo) but long and slender mongoose, local variety is darkish

Herpestes


Herpestes ichneumon (ichneumon mongoose) 60549


records: image recognized by some Dogon (identification needs verification), not widely known to Dogon (JH)



notes: large (3 kilos), often light-colored, black tassel at tip of tail

Ichneumia


Ichneumia albicauda (white-tailed mongoose) 60550


records: specimen killed by hunter photographed at Tabi mtn, not widely known to Dogon (JH)



notes: large (4 kilos), outer half of tail white

Mungos


Mungos mungo (banded mongoose) 60551


records: image recognized by very few Dogon (identification needs verification), not widely known to Dogon (JH)

Hyaenidae (hyenas)

note: typically there is a single general term for 'hyena' with optional modifiers to distinguish the two species; 'hyena' plays the role of the stupid, gullible predator in animal tales, usually being outwitted by 'hare' or 'goat'

Hyaena


Hyaena hyaena (striped hyena) 60542


records: well-known in Dogon country, though population much reduced, occasionally raised in villages as a show animal



notes: smaller than Crocuta; flanks have four dark vertical stripes, ears black; very full mane; nocturnal scavenger, solitary or in twos; not vocal

Crocuta


Crocuta crocuta (spotted hyena) 60541


records: well-known in Dogon country, though population much reduced



bigger than Hyaena; spotted; highly vocal, loud "whoop" heard at night; groups of 5-90

Viverridae

Civettictis


Civettictis civetta (civet) 60533


records: image recognized by a few Dogon (JH)



notes: weight 10-20 kilos (much bigger than genets)

Genetta


Genetta genetta (genet) 60534


records: common in Dogon country, killed specimens seen in several villages (JH)



notes: cat-like, long tail blotched black and white, weight 2 kilo


Genetta thierryi (Hausa genet) 60535


records: uncommon, recognized by a few Dogon (JH)



notes: smaller species, dark blotches are red-orange-brown rather than black, weight 1 kilo

INSECTIVORA

Erinaceidae

Atelerix


Atelerix albiventris (four-toed hedgehog) 60545


records: common in central and northern Mali, active at night in villages (JH)



notes: curls into a porcupine-like ball when disturbed

Soricidae

Crocidura (white-toothed elephant-shrews)


Crocidura sp. (perhaps C. cinderella) 60546


records: well-known in parts of Dogon country, specimen from Anda village (JH)



notes: small elephant-shrew (mouse-like) with pointed nose; aggressive (often chases away larger mice)

LAGOMORPHA

Leporidae
Lepus


Lepus capensis (hare) 60539 



two varieties often distinguished by color/size (a-b), rarely a third (c)



a) lighter-colored, smaller



b) darker, bigger



c) multicolored

ARTIODACTYLA (ruminants)
Hippopotamidae
Hippopotamus


Hippopotamus amphibius (hippo) 60568


records: in Niger R. and other large rivers, known to Dogon but not present in their watercourses

Suidae
Phacochoerus


Phacochoerus africanus (warthog) 60569


records: known to Dogon hunters (JH)



ethnozoology: consumption taboo (haram) to Muslims (as with domestic pigs)

Sus


Sus scrofa (domestic pig) 60670



records: raised in southern Dogon country and in Mopti-Sevare, generally absent from thoroughly Islamicized northern Dogon country
Giraffidae
Giraffa


Giraffa camelopardalis (giraffe) 60567


records: formerly present near Niger R. and parts of central-eastern (as well as southern) Mali, now locally extinct but known from images

note on "walu/waru" 60523

An animal, prominent in legend, that is called by this name in various Dogon languages is described (in oral tradition, no-one living having seen one) as having branching and/or complexly curving horns. Some Dogon "recognize" this in photos of the European deer (Cervus elaphus), which however is confined in Africa to the Algeria-Tunisia border, with fossils known in North Africa; other possible referents are the African buffalo Syncerus caffer (this reference denied by some Dogon), the Barbary sheep Ammotragus lervii, and various antilopes in nearby zones to the north or south with complex horns (e.g. Derby's eland Taurotragus derbianus, addax Addax nasomaculatus). To our knowledge, no-one in Dogon country owns horns of this animal.
Bovidae (Bovinae and Antelopinae)

calls: whistling (Ourebia, Redunca); loud bark (Tragelaphus); bleat if disturbed (Sylvicapra juveniles, Ourebia)

from small to large size (weight): 


Sylvicapra, Ourebia, Gazella dorcas (up to 25 kg)


Gazella rufifrons (up to 35 kg)


Tragelaphus, Redunca, Gazella dama (up to 80 kg)


Damaliscus, Oryx, Addax (up to 140-160 kg)


Kobus (200-300 kg)


Syncerus (250-850 kg)

references: 


U. Rahm, 2961. "Esquisses mammalogiques de basse Côte d'Ivoire." Bull. de l'Inst. Franç. d'Afr. Noire 23(4): 1229-65. [images of Tragelaphus scriptus p. 1245, of Heliosciurus gambianus punctatus p. 1255]
Bovinae (buffalo and bushbuck)


consists of Bovini (oxen, buffalo), Tragelaphini (spiral-horned bovines)

Bos


Bos primigenius (domestic cow) 60669


ethnozoology: traditionally herded by Fulbe even if owned by Dogon, but increasingly Dogon themselves manage small herds, often as a supplement to farming

Syncerus


Syncerus caffer, "African buffalo" (Fr bufle) 60566


notes: 250-850 kg, formerly present in parts of central Mali in large herds



ethnzoology: often called "bush (outback) cow" in native languages

Tragelaphus


Tragelaphus scriptus scriptus, "bushbuck" (Fr antilope harnaché) 60529


notes: known to some southern Dogon (JH)



notes: males 30-80 kg, females 24-60 kg; reddish, males become darker with age; woolly tail with white underside; white markings on face and ears; subsp. scriptus (W Africa) are harnessed with both vertical and horizontal white strips sides, and white spots on haunches; spiral horns on males, 25-57 cm long; feed on shrubs, herbs, and grass; require thick cover; males have a very loud roaring bark

Antelopinae (Cephalophini, Neotragini, Reduncini, Antelopini, Alcelaphini, Hippotragini)

Cephalophini

Sylvicapra


Sylvicapra grimmia, "bush duiker" (Fr céphalophe couronné) 60527


records: generally known to Dogon and montane Songhay; occur on inselbergs (JH)



notes: males 11-21 kg, females 12-25 kg; swollen face glands, black midline down the nose, leathery black nose; males with straight upright horns to 18 cm; short tail black above, white below; savannas and woodlands including mountains; eat bush plants including fruits (usually not grasses); do not need water

Neotragini

Ourebia


Ourebia ourebi quadriscopa, "oribi" (Fr ourébie) 60530


records: not recognized by Dogon (JH)



notes: 12-22 kg (females slightly heavier than males); sandy colored with white underside; black gland patch below each ear; makes piercing whistle; grazes on grass, also some tree foliage; like mineral licks

Reduncini

Redunca


Redunca redunca redunca, "bohor reedbuck" (Fr redunca) 60532


records: not recognized by Dogon (JH)



notes: males 43-65 kg, females 35-45 kg; sandy colored; pungent odor, and oily or greasy all over, due to ducts at base of hairs; males much bigger than females, with thick necks; graze exclusively on grasses; males have forward curving horns with annual rings; wet grasslands; whistle to keep track of each other in dense, obstructed habitat

Kobus


Kobus ellipsiprymnus defassa, "defassa waterbuck" (Fr cobe defassa) 60531


records: not recognized by Dogon (JH)



notes: males 200-300 kg, females 160-200; big and shaggy; white under tail; males have long horns (to 99 cm) curving slightly forward; black ear margins, lower feet blackish; require permanent water, inhabit well-watered valleys

Antelopini

Gazella (G. rufifrons is the main gazelle now in non-Saharan Mali)


Gazella dorcas massaesyla, "dorcas gazelle" (Fr gazelle dorcas) 60525


records: Sahara down to Timbuktu-Gao line



notes: 15-20 kg (smallest gazelle); very long ears; horns are lyre-shaped (diverge then converge at top) with up to 15 annular rings; long ears; light fawn colored with poorly defined flank stripes; dark streak on face; herbs such as Chrozophora, succulents, and in dry season shoots of shrubs


Gazella rufifrons rufifrons, "red-fronted gazelle" (Fr gazelle à front rouge) 60526


records: the only gazelle still regularly found near Dogon country



notes: female 15-25 kg, male 20-35 kg; black flank band separates reddish back and white underparts; buttocks white with black marginal strips; tail black; face boldly striped; horns mildly undulating with sharp annulations; graze on grass in wet season, switch to foliage and seeds of shrubs in dry deason


Gazella dama, "dama gazelle" (Fr gazelle de dama) 60524


records: formerly widespread in Sahara, but recently decimated by hunting, now mainly holed up in Chad.



notes: 40-75 kg (largest gazelle); upperparts vivid rufous, face and underparts white; short double-curved horns; formerly in large herds deep in Sahara in wet season, then in small groups of up to 15 in semi-deserts and open woodland in the Sahel in the dry season; herbs, succulents, and shrubs (including acacia, which they browsed by standing on hind legs)

Alcelaphini

Damaliscus


Damaliscus lunatus korrigum, "korrigum" (cf. D. lunatus topi in E. Africa) 60522


records: seem to be known to some Dogon, but no specimens (or horns) seen



notes: female 75-150 kg, male 120-160 kg; formerly in huge herds in large floodplains, retreating to higher ground in wet season, favoring short to medium-height pastures

Hippotragini

Hippotragus


Hippotragus equinus koba, "roan antelope" (Fr rouanna = hippotrague) 60528


records: locally extinct, but roan antilope horns are blown for ceremonial events (e.g. Yanda)



notes: to 300 kg; thick neck, long ears, massive arched horns (up to 100 cm in males); coarse coat, shaggy on the throat; upright mane with dark-tipped hairs; color tends toward tawny in north; tail with black tip; face black and white; graze medium to short grasses, in dry season also shrubs or herbs; thinly treed grasslands (with trees for shade and rest)

Oryx


Oryx dammah, "scimitar-horned oryx" (Fr oryz algazelle) 60727


records: now limited to Chad and to a fenced park in Tunisia, formerly widespread in the Sahara



notes: to 140 kg; formerly in Sahara down to Timbuktu-Gao area; horns to 115 cm long are arched backward and finely annulated

Addax


Addax nasomaculatus, "addax" (Fr addax) 60728


records: now limited to Mali and Chad and endangered there, formerly widespread in the Sahara



notes: to 135 kg; Saharan; whitish with a brown tuft on forehead and lighter brown patch above muzzle; long annulated horns in loose spirals

PRIMATES
Cercopithecidae (old world monkeys), subfamily Cercopithecinae

Cercopithecus (see Chlorocebus)


Cercopithecus (aethiops) sabaeus, see Chlorocebus sabaus


Cercopithecus (aethiops) tantalus, see Chlorocebus pygerythus


Cercopithecus patas, see Erythrocebus patas

Chlorocebus (olive green monkeys) 60577

Chlorocebus sabaeus (green monkey)

Chlorocebus tantalus (tantalus monkey)



captive individuals seen periodically at markets in Dogon country (Douentza 2009, Koporo-Pe 2011)



taxonomy: some consider all Chlorocebus spp. to be variants of C. sabaeus, taxonomy under review

Erythrocebus (reddish monkeys)


Erythrocebus patas (patas monkey) 60578


reddish color



records: the common monkey in Dogon country, packs seen on Dogulu plateau between Boro and Kalibombo Dec 2011, and foraging in fields in plains next to cliffs near Ouro-Ngéou in 2010 (JH)

Papio


Papio anubis (olive baboon) 60579


largest nonhuman primate; long dog-like muzle; tail looks broken (first section raised, then remainder falls); eats plants, invertebrates, small mammals, birds [still a pack on summit near Kikara, seen 2010 (JH)]



records: still some present on inselbergs, generally known to Dogon (JH)

Galagonidae (galagos, bush-babies)

Galago


Galago senegalensis 60580


records: recognized by Dogon from Tabi mountain from images, otherwise apparently unknown in Dogon country (JH)



notes: very small, nocturnal, arboreal, long tails

RODENTIA

Hystricidae


Hystrix cristata (porcupine) 60581


records: well-known to Dogon

Sciuridae (squirrels)

Euxerus


Euxerus erythropus 60584


notes: the common terrestrial squirrel, often seen on roads darting away from oncoming vehicles



records: common throughout the zone



ethnozoology: somewhat of an agricultural pest, digging up peanuts etc.

Heliosciurus


Heliosciurus gambianus 60583


notes: arboreal squirrel



records: generally well-known to Dogon

Muridae

subfamily Murinae

Arvicanthis


Arvicanthis niloticus (unstripped grass rat) 60556


records: fairly common away from villages in plains in northern Dogon country (JH)



notes: mid-sized mouse, no distinctive coloration, soft brown fur

Mastomys


Mastomys erythroleucus 60557


records: said to occur in the area but not seen by us (JH)



notes: smaller and lighter-colored than M. natalensis, tail not longer than body (unlike Praomys)


Mastomys natalensis 60558


records: common in houses in northern Dogon country (JH)



notes: large house mouse; has black and grey forms; not a good climber (not usually on roofs)

Myomis


Myomis daltoni (see Praomys daltoni)

Praomys


Praomys daltoni (syn Myomis daltoni) 60561


records: common in houses in northern Dogon country (JH)



notes: small house mouse, tail longer than body (unlike Mastomys erythroleucus), light colored; good climber, often on roofs

subfamily Deomyinae (or Murinae)

Acomys


Acomys johannis (spiny-haired mouse) 60554


habitat: rocky areas, away from villages



records: specimen from Anda, seems fairly well known in northern Dogon country (JH)



notes: has rigid hairs (pricky to the touch), sometimes called "porcupine-mouse" by Dgon


reference: B. Sicard and M. Tranier. 1996. Caractères et répartition de trois phénotypes d'Acomys au Burkina Faso (ex. haute Volta). Mammalia 60:1-18.

Gerbillus


Gerbillus sp. (specimens look like Gerbillus gerbillus) 60555


habitat: sand dunes



records: sporadic in the sandy plains on the edges of Dogon country, apparently absent from the plateau (JH)



notes: light-colored (white underneath, light brown above), large hind legs, short front legs, fairly long tail, conspicuous whiskers



taxonomy: "The gerbil community in this region has proved to be diversified, as seven species have been unambiguously identified (G. cf. nancillus, G. henleyi, G. nanus, G. gerbillus, G. nigeriae, G. campestris, G. tarabuli." (Granjon et at. 2002:188)



reference: Granjon, Laurant, V. M. Aniskin, V. Volobouev, and B. Sicard. 2002. "Sand-dwellers in rocky habitats: a new species of Gerbillus (Mammalia: Rodentia) from Mali." J. Zool (London) 256:181-190. The new sp. is G. rupicola, found in a rocky outcrop at Emnal'here 12 km east of Mopti (N 14 18'26'', W 04 05'16'')

Nesomyidae (or Muridae), Cricetomyinae

Cricetomys


Cricetomys gambianus (giant pouched rat) 60563


records: common in villages and towns including Sevare (JH)



notes: the only large rat/mouse (1 kilo) in Dogon country; two-toned tail, inner half (emerging from body) black, outer half white



ethnozoology: eaten and much relished by Dogon, sometimes including adults



taxonomy: distinct from the international rat, which is common in Bamako; also distinct from the much bigger marsh cane rat, Thryonomys swinderianus (up to 6 kilos), which is widely eaten by Africans where it occurs but is absent from Dogon country

