Dogon Identificational 'it is X'

The Dogon languages investigated to date all have an enclitic that can be glossed 'it is X' when added to a NP (including pronoun), adverb, or (less often) other constituent. The clitic usually appears in an invariant form (interpretable as having 3Sg subject, often impersonal), but it may also be conjugated for pronominal subject.

The relevant sense of 'it is X' is identificational, rather than existential-locational. For example, in response to 'who is that (knocking at the door)?', the knocker may say 'it's me!' (= c'est moi!). The Identificational 'it is X' construction is quite distinct from the existential-locational 'X is (somewhere)' construction, which is covered in the separate discussion "Dogon stative verbs including 'be (somewhere)' and 'have'".


 The corresponding negative ('it is not X') is also an enclitic (or a postposed particle). It may be suppletive, or it may be a composite of the (positive) 'it is X' particle and a Negative clitic. It is sometimes difficult to determine whether it is suppletive or composite, since the positive 'it is X' clitic is phonetically poorly characterized, so the "suppletive" cases may simply involve phonological attrition (to zero) of the positive clitic. In any event, the 'it is not X' clitic or particle consists of, or contains, a Negative morpheme related to the Stative Negative morpheme.

forms ('it is X' and 'it is not X')

The forms of the (3Sg subject) 'it is' and 'it is not' clitics in the various languages is as follows, omitting some allomorphic detail. Where no tones are indicated in parentheses, the clitic has no intrinsic tone (a surface tone may spread from the left). In Tabi-Sarinyere, there is no 'it is X' clitic, and the 'it is not X' predicator follows the X constituent but is not a clitic.

language
'it is'
'it is not'

a)
Tabi-Sarinyere
[none]
jini- (LH)
b)
Jamsay


i) after C
≡ii (L)
≡ii laa (LL)


ii) after V
≡y (L)
≡y laa (LL)


Najamba



i) after C
≡ii
≡la (H)



ii) after V
≡y
  "

c)
Nanga



i) AnSg noun (after V)
≡N ( :≡ⁿ ( :≡( 
≡ndoo (<LH>)



ii) Inanimate pronoun/Dem
≡N ( :≡ⁿ ( :≡( (L)  "


iii) Inanimate noun (after V)
≡w
  "


iv) AnPl (after V)
≡yE
  "



v) any noun, after C (rare)
≡yE
  "



Beni


i) pronoun, demonstrative
≡m (L)
≡m-da (LH)


ii) animate noun (V-final)
≡m (L)
≡m-da (LH)



iii) animate noun (C-final)
≡( (L)
≡ra (H)



iv) inanimate noun
≡( (L)
≡ra (H)



v) noun + Pl /be/ (L)
≡( (L)
≡ra (H)


In Nanga there is no all-purpose 'it is X' clitic, as the form of the clitic must agree with the nominal features (animacy, number) of the noun. C-final nouns are very uncommon, so the basic distinction is between AnSg, AnPl, and Inanimate. The AnSg clitic has a basic form  ≡N (velar nasal) that is subject to weakening, resulting in a lengthened form of the preceding vowel, with or without audible residual nasalization. The 'it is X' clitic usually gets its surface tone by spreading from the left. When the 'it is X' clitic is added to an inanimate pronoun or demonstrative, the allomorph ≡N (or variant) generalizes, and it is specifically L‑toned. (In 1st/2nd person conjugated forms, not shown, ≡N is replaced by ≡m-, which is likely to be historically original.) 


In Beni the 'it is' clitic is segmentally zero in some contexts. The clitic is reduced here to a floating L‑tone that is expressed, if possible, on the preceding syllable If this syllable already ends in a low tone, there is no audible change. A further problem in Beni is that -m (no intrinsic tone) is the Animate Singular suffix on nouns and adjectives; as analysed here, nouns ending in this suffix belong to the "animate noun (C‑final)" category, so their forms with the 'it is X' clitic are parsed as [[noun-m]≡(], but since the enclitic forces a final L‑tone element the phonological output is the same as it would be if the AnSg suffix -m were omitted/deleted, i.e. [noun≡m] where the final nasal is interpreted as belonging to the clitic.
conjugated forms


As mentioned above, it is possible to conjugate the 'it is X' and 'it is not X' enclitics, as in 'I am (not) X', 'you are (not) X', 'they are (not) X', and so forth. The resulting paradigms (minimally 1Sg, 1Pl, 2Sg, 2Pl, 3Sg, 3Pl) have pronominal-subject endings identical or very similar to those used with regular inflected verbs. Details will not be given here.


In Tabi-Sarinyere, which has no 'it is X' or 'it is not X' enclitics as such, the regular subject pronominals (clause-initial for 1st/2nd person, postverbal for 3rd person) can be used with a bare NP as predicate, as in [1Sg boy] 'I am a boy'.

'it is X' clitic in focalization


In Jamsay and Beni, the 'it is X' clitic is regularly (though not obligatorily) added to a focalized constituent (normally a NP, PP, or other adverb). Some other languages have a special Focus (or Subject Focus) particle, or have no morphological marking of focalized constituents. See the separate discussion "Dogon focalization" for details.
