Dogon double-headed relative clauses

The separate discussion "Relative clauses" describes the form of ordinary relative clauses, typically ending with a participle (which may be followed by a determiner and/or a quantifier).

In some Dogon languages, this entire relative clause may function syntactically as the possessor of a noun that is identical to the noun of the head NP, with no clear change in meaning.

simple relative
[cow-AnSg.L
fall-Perf.AnSg]


'a cow that fell'

double-headed relative
a) [cow-AnSg.L
fall-Perf.AnSg]
Poss
cow


b) [cow-AnSg.L
fall-Perf.AnSg]

cow.L

'a cow that fell'


The two variants of the double-headed pattern merely reflect cross-linguistic differences in the morphosyntax of possessor-possessed combinations. Pattern (a) occurs fairly often in Jamsay, where possessed nouns other than kin terms require a Possessive morpheme between the possessor and possessed. Pattern (b) occurs in languages which express possessed status by a tone-contour overlay, whether {L} as given above or {HL}. This pattern is attested in Najamba.

In Tabi-Sarinyere, which has a special Relative morpheme N (velar nasal, high-toned) at the end of a relative clause and so does not exactly fit the schemas above, a construction parallel to (b) above, with repeated head noun, is confined (in my textual examples) to spatiotemporal adverbials whose head noun is a word like 'day', 'year', or 'place'.
